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2026-27 Opening Ceremony Script
2- Day Event, Day 2
Estimated Full Length: 15 minutes
Opening Ceremony Script Instructions:
This script has been written to include all the information you need to host your opening ceremony at your event. Please use the sections that are useful for your event. It is recommended that the emcee summarize key components of each section of dialogue on a notecard instead of reading directly from this script to personalize delivery and flow. Sections that should be read verbatim are indicated in the script. 

Scoring System Automation:
· This script is provided for reference, but events are strongly encouraged to use the built-in script in the scoring system. 
· The scoring system will auto-populate known information.
· This script is available when logged into the Emcee role in the scoring system.
· 
Videos:
· Video assets can be downloaded from Box.com(public access). 
· You must play the RTX welcome video if you have video playing capabilities at your event. 

Alumni Recognition:
If any speakers are also FIRST Alumni, include that in their introduction.

Key:
[Green Highlight] – If using the scoring system script feature, data will automatically be filled in
[Yellow Highlight] – User must fill-in data based on their event information
(Action) – Indicates an action or non-verbal interaction
(Blue Highlight) – This indicates a transition from between Ceremony and Matches




	Speaker
	Must Read Verbatim?
	Dialogue
	Blocking Notes

	
	
	[Play at events with advancement only: Event Opener Video]
	Play <FTC Event Opener Video>, 1:03 minutes


	Second Emcee or Game Announcer, if present
	NO
	[When FTC and FIRST Canopy logos appear] 
Good morning, robot fans! Please provide a warm FIRST welcome for your emcee, [FIRST® alumni status, if any][insert name]
	

	 Emcee
	NO
	Hello again, [Insert name of locale]! Welcome back to the [Insert name of Event].  

	

	Emcee
	NO
	We’re back for another exciting day of competition. We played [XX] matches yesterday, and I think I speak for everyone when I say we are all so impressed with what we saw our teams do on the playing field. 

Our high score yesterday was [Event High Score], accomplished by [Team Number and Name] and [Team Number and Name].

While the robots were impressive, we know it’s also about more than that. Raise your hand if you had fun yesterday. Raise your hand if you learned something new yesterday. Raise your hand if you made a friend from another team yesterday. Let’s keep all of these experiences, on the playing field and off, in mind as we wrap up what is sure to be an incredible event.  
	If available: lower third for Emcee name+alum status+event title (eg. “Emcee” or “Host”). 
Display for no more than 5 seconds.





	Emcee
	NO
	(OPTIONAL: Guest Speakers)
Before we begin our matches today, we have a few guests who’d like to share a message with you. Please give a warm FIRST Tech Challenge welcome to [insert Guest Speaker, title and name].
	

	Guest Speaker
	NO
	[Guest Speaker comments]
	Guest Speaker comes forward. 
If available: lower third for Guest Speaker name+alum status+event title (e.g. “Program Delivery Partner” or [Title], [Company])


	Emcee
	NO
	Next, it’s my pleasure to introduce [insert Guest Speaker title and name].
	Guest Speaker comes forward as previous speaker returns to seat.

	Guest Speaker 
	NO
	[Guest Speaker comments]
	If available: lower third for Guest Speaker name+alum status+event title (e.g. “Program Delivery Partner” or [Title], [Company])


	
Emcee
	MOSTLY (b/c FIRST Marketing)
	For some of you, BIOBUZZ may be your final season as a student in FIRST. For those of you in your final year of high school, you’re becoming FIRST Alumni, and we can’t wait to see how you’ll stay connected and inspire the next generation. 
All of our students in their final season, please also stand to be recognized.
	


Lead applause





	Emcee
	NO
	(OPTIONAL: Future Alumni photo details)
If you are graduating this year, please join us to take a future FIRST Alumni group photo at [time and location of the group picture, if organized by Event Director/Program Delivery Partner ]
	

	Emcee
	NO
	Let’s also thank all the parents, coaches, mentors, and volunteers who help make this event possible. Students, please make it loud for everyone who supported your journey here!
	Lead applause

	Emcee

	NO






	FIRST Leadership Award Finalists, (Optional) Compass Award, and (Optional) Volunteer of the Year Award
Now, let’s celebrate some outstanding individuals with some awards this morning. Can I have our Judge Advisor and Program Delivery Partner join me to help present these awards?

	



Judge Advisor and PDP join Emcee


	Emcee

	Mostly (b/c Award Description)

	FIRST Leadership Award Finalists
FIRST Leadership Award Finalists are outstanding student leaders whose effectiveness at embodying FIRST ideals is exemplary. These students were nominated by their teams for their contributions and impact on others. 
They will be considered within our region to represent us as FIRST Leadership Award Finalists at the FIRST Championship.
Yesterday, we acknowledged our semi-finalists for the FIRST Leadership Award. Today, let’s make it loud for our FIRST Leadership Award Finalists who will represent our region at FIRST Championship! :
· <First Name> <Last Initial>, from team <####>(repeat for each student)

	









Optional - If an event has FIRST Leadership Award Semi-Finalists, recognize them and show accompanying slide from scoring system


	Emcee

	NO
	(OPTIONAL) Compass Award The Compass Award recognizes an adult coach or mentor who has given outstanding guidance and support to a team. Congratulations to [Name] from [Team Number and Team Name]! Let’s watch their nomination video as they join us to receive their award.  

	
Play Compass Award submission while winner comes to stage. After conclusion of video and photo op, send winner back to stands.



	Emcee
	NO
	(OPTIONAL) Volunteer of the Year Award

Thousands of volunteers make FIRST possible around the world. Here at [Insert name of Event], we’d like to recognize one outstanding volunteer with our Volunteer of the Year award. 

Please welcome [Name and Title] to present the award. 
	

	Guest Speaker
	NO
	[VotY comments]
	VotY Presenter comes forward. 
If available: lower third for VotY Presenter name+alum status+event title (e.g. “Program Delivery Partner”)
When winner announced, lower third for VotY Winner name+alum status+event title (eg. "Head Referee”). VotY Winner walks to meet Presenter, photo op.
After photo op, Presenter + Winner leave, Emcee re-takes stage.

	Emcee
	NO
	Congratulations again, [Name]! 
	




	Emcee
	NO
	(Please adjust the following schedule wording to apply to your event)
Here’s how today will look: In just a few moments, we’ll start to wrap up our qualification matches! After that, we’ll head into alliance selection, where our top-ranked teams will choose their partners for this afternoon’s playoffs.
During the playoffs, we’ll also celebrate with awards—wrapping up with our Event Winners and, of course, the Inspire Award! It’s going to be an exciting day from start to finish.
	

	Emcee
	MOSTLY NO, but don’t skip any categories of info please.
	Before we get started, let’s again remind ourselves of the importance of safety. Check in with your team about where you’ll meet if you get separated or need to evacuate. Fire extinguishers are located at (describe location) and the first aid station is located [insert location, and call out AED location if available].  
Again, please help us keep this event safe: keep the aisles clear, avoid tripping hazards, and talk to a volunteer at Pit Admin if you see an unsafe situation and aren’t sure what to do. 
As always, keep in mind that FIRST Tech Challenge should be a welcoming and supportive environment for everyone. We’re a community that looks out for each other, so check in with your friends, with your teammates, and with anyone who might just need a friendly face and some reassurance.

	Identify the location of exists and other safety elements before presenting. 

	Emcee
	YES (b/c new process rules)
	(Optional)
Before we begin the matches, please rise if able and remove hats for the playing of our National Anthem.

[The only allowed anthem options, at PDP/ED discretion, are:
 1) Play all anthems of competing nations alphabetically, ending with host country
2) Play host country anthem
3) Play no anthems]
	Optional: Play National Anthem

	Emcee
	NO
	Teams, are you ready for another day of BIOBUZZ? 
Teams in the first match of the day, please take the field as we get ready to start the day with match number one of the 2026-2027 FIRST Tech Challenge season here in [insert name of locale].

	

	Emcee
	MOSTLY NO, just don’t skip this
	(if using a Game Announcer or other on-mic Show Crew, introduce them before beginning first introduction)
Please welcome back out other voice(s) you’ll be hearing today, [Insert Name(s)].
	
Applause

	Emcee

	NO
	While we transition back to the playing fields, let’s check out our quick recap of the scoring achievements in BIOBUZZ. 
	Play <BIOBUZZ Game Animation>, <TBD> minutes


	Emcee / Game Announcer




	... go play robots!
	Okay, let’s meet the Teams…
(Introduce the teams playing in Qualification Match 1)
	Play music to keep energy up while teams set up on the field and team introductions begin.
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